Functional Position Description for the 
BLS Provider
An Emergency Medical Technician must demonstrate competency in handling emergencies utilizing basic life support equipment and skills in accordance with the objectives in the U.S. Department of Transportation National Standard Curriculum for the EMT. Competent performance of these skills includes, but are not limited to the following:
· Verbally communicate in person and via telecommunication devices, using the English language. 
· Hear spoken information from co-workers, patients, bystanders, dispatchers, and hospital personnel, in varying volume levels.
· Be able to differentiate sounds common to emergency scenes. 
· Lift, carry and balance a minimum of 125 pounds equally distributed (or 250 pounds with assistance) a height of 33 inches, a distance of 10 feet. 
· Read and comprehend multiple types of written materials, during stressful conditions. 
· Document in legible writing information pertinent to patient care, in a prescribed format.
· Demonstrate manual dexterity and fine motor skills, with ability to perform all tasks related to   quality patient care in a safe manner. 
· Bend, stoop, crawl and walk on uneven surfaces.
· Meet minimum vision requirements to operate a motor vehicle within the state.
· Performs all activities and skills in situations that create stress and tension on a regular basis. 
· Maintain emotional stability throughout the EMS event, from initial dispatch through all possible aspects of patient care including transport, to arrival at receiving hospital or other health care facility. 
· Be able to physically and verbally transfer care of patient to receiving health care providers.

Provision of Emergency Medical Services poses inherent occupational risks for 
EMS Responders.
Risks included the following:
1. Violence/ assaults
2. Verbal threats/ aggression
3. Motor vehicle crashes
4. Infectious disease
5. Lifting injuries
6. Sprains and strains
7. Psychological trauma
8. Hazardous chemical exposure
9. Hyper/ hypothermia
